”We belong to them”
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Akademisk avhandling

som for avliggande av doktorsexamen vid Linkopings universitet kommer att offentligt forsvaras i
sal K2, Kakenhus, Campus Norrkoping, fredagen den 6 februari 2009, ki. 10.15.

“We Belong to Them” explores what happens with ethnic and national
identifications built on the same ethnocultural grounds, but under different socio-
economic circumstances. Territorial and non-territorial minorities have
traditionally been considered not susceptible to comparison because it was
assumed that groups organized on different grounds were distinctively separate
phenomena. In this study, the comparative method is used to throw new light on
how ethnic and national identifications are constructed, negotiated, and re-
constructed in territorial and non-territorial minority contexts. The author
investigates whether the ethnic and national identification and articulation
processes of Hungarians in Slovakia and Hungarians in Sweden constitute
different types of. Drawing on extensive interview material the empirical focus is
on the interaction of self-narratives and public narratives. The author seeks to
challenge the notion that national minorities and diaspora communities are
fundamentally different in their understanding of nationhood and their
relationship to an external national homeland.

Denna avhandling undersoker vad som sker med etniska och nationella
identifikationer baserade pad samma etno-kulturella grund, men under olika
socioekonomiska forhéllanden. Territoriella och icke-territoriella minoriteter har
traditionellt ansetts vara icke-jamforbara eftersom man har antagit att grupper som
organiserats pa olika grunder varit uppenbart olika foreteelser. I denna studie
anvinds den komparativa metoden for att kasta nytt ljus pé hur etniska och
nationella identifikationer konstrueras, forhandlas och rekonstrueras under
territoriella och icke-territoriella minoritetsforhallanden. Skribenten undersoker
huruvida den etniska och nationella identifikationen samt artikuleringsprocessen
bland ungrare i Slovakien och ungrare i Sverige utgor olika typer av ungerskhet.
Baserad pa ett omfattande intervjumaterial ligger empirins fokus pa samspelet
mellan personliga beréttelser och kollektiva beréttelser. Skribenten vill ifragasitta
uppfattningen att nationella minoriteter och diasporiska samfund &r fundamentalt
olika i sin forstdelse av nation och i sitt forhallande till ett yttre nationellt
hemland.

Tiinde Puskas obtained an MPhil in Nationalism Studies and an MA in
International Relations and European Studies from the Central European
University in Budapest, Hungary. She is a researcher at the Institute for Research
on Migration, Ethnicity and Society, the Department of Social and Welfare
Studies at Linkdping University, Sweden.
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